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Women in China
by Ying Liang

Is your
thyroid
underactive?
Sto

e9

What's up with
Shows and
Music?

Stoty on page 2

Stories on
"' U ARCHIVES

G.sc..tA

A Governors State University Student Publication

Student Senate Elections Coming Soon
Students are encouraged to run for office/Candidate forum scheduled
The GSU Student Senate is encouraging
students to run for the I I Student Senate
positions that are available.
Elections will be held November I0
through 12, and candidates will have the
opportunity to participate in a forum on
October 23, which The INNOVATOR, the
Student Senate and the Office of Student
Life will be sponsoring for the first time.
But what do Student Senators do?
According to the Senators themselves, the
Senate is designed to be the voice of the
university student body by actively representing the tudent body on as many as 85
committees
Those committees include:
Search Committees, which set the
criteria for administrative and faculty
positions. It reviews candidate's credentials
and makes recommendations to the administration.
The Student Fee Budget Board, which
makes recommendations for the allocation
of student activity fees. This is the board
that affects club budgets.
The University Wide Budget Committee
reviews and makes recommendations on the
university's $44,000,000 budget.
Four Student Senate members (left to right) _Ed _Kammer,_ chair of Election Committee; Frances Bradley, president of the
The Student Computer Technology Fee
Student Senate, serves on Student Commun1cat1ons Med1a Board and the University Budget Board; Dominic Kuczwara,
Student Senate vice president and Regina Brown, Student Senator Treasurer
Board reviews current purchases and
makes recommendations to the vice president concerning student needs. The
budget is approximately $180,000.
The Student Communications Media Board serves as publisher for all student
funded media. They approve or disapprove The INNOVATOR editor-in-chief
appointment.
The Student Re-Admission Committee assists students with special academic
by Cindy Kansoer-Schneider
needs in the admission process.
The Senators said that their experiences have been rewarding and challenging.
Virginia Cunningham, cafeteria cashier, has the penny cup next to her register to
The knowledge gained through leadership activities, they said, will benefit students
collect money for the Neediest Kids Christmas Fund (NKCF). She has been collecting
in their pursuit of a career. Interacting as a student leader with other students
for the kids since 1986, netting $236 that first year.
provides hands-on experience in human relations.
Through the generosity of GSU students, faculty and employees, Cunningham has
Some of the benefits of being a Senator include having the option of selecting
collected a total of $22,954, and all of it went into a special account that then goes to
committees that you have a special interest in and, attending leadership conferences
NKCF.
across the country. Additionally, the leadership experience adds credibility to a
This December, whatever has been collected will be forwarded to Wally Phillips, a
resume. Students have an opportunity to meet a broad cross-section of peopfe they
WGN morning radio personality, who coordinates the distribution of the money with
might not otherwise meet, learn negotiation skills and increase knowledge and
N~CF. A $50 donation is given to each child selected by Aid to Dependent Children,
understanding of diversity and community.
w1th
no more than five children in one family being selected.
This year's Student Senate participated in the AIDS Walk 8 (Chicago) and in
"It's a fun thing to do," said Cunningham adding, "The student, staff and faculty
building the Heritage playground in University Park. They arranged for a Student
have been so generous and kind. Without them we wouldn't be able to do this." In the
Book Buy-Back Board that will be installed next trimester and assisted in holding
past, many students and departments have come up with ideas to meet the set dollar
safety meetings throughout the campus.
goal.
Last February, when Cunningham was asked what the 1997 goal was, she smiled
Next year's agenda includes plans to ask all professors to make their book
and
shrugged.
requests by the end of the preceding trimester, to hold periodic forums and discusThe collection began last December, right after last year's promotion ended.
sions groups throughout the university and to raise students' awareness of the
Cunningham
keeps records as she watches the fund grow and admits that it is stressful
importance of participating in the university's decisions.
wondering if her goal is going to be met.
The Student Senate meets every second and fourth Wednesday of the month, and
The 1996 goal of $3,500 was met, but Cunningham said that a good portion of the
Senators are available by phone at extension 7056.
funds were received towards the end of the year. This year's goa1 is $3,600, but only
$1,600 has been donated.
Candidate packets available in Student Life Service
The December 17 deadline leaves only three months to collect $2,000. Cunningham
is asking the GSU community to think of the needy children when they pass through the
Office, Room All20. Petitions due Monday, October 20.
cafeteria line, and give accordingly.

Only three months left to
meet a Christmas challenge
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Women in China:
Traditional and
Modern Culture
by Ying Liang, library staff
Since China opened the door to
western countries after its Cu It ural
Revolution, their traditional culture has
gone through a series of changes. A
flood of Western ideas and material
objects entered China. Some ideas were altered so fundamentally
that older forms were discarded.
Technological progress and development has affected all aspects
of the society.ln many areas oflife, "traditional" culture and "modem"
culture are flourishing. The basic sanctions of family relationships,
religious life and status orientations did not change much. The
influence of Buddhism and Confucianism on social values and norms
still persists in the heart of culture. Western liberal attitudes in
individual rights and equality is much more visible than it was 50
years ago. At the same time, the traditional authoritarian and
hierarchical attitudes still dominate major aspects of human
relationships.
I will present a profile of general cultural norms and
communication patterns of the of women in China -- the majority,
that is, not including variations among different regions and social
groups in this society.
Women and Family
Traditionally, a woman's identity is secured through her
relationship with men. She is her father's daughter, her husband's
wife, and her son's mother. From early childhood, girls learn the
inferior position of women by watching their own mothers' attitudes
toward their husbands. In almost all aspects of the socialization
process, discrimination and differentiation between sons and
daughters are explicitly and implicitly present. Sons are regarded as
far more important than daughters. Sons inherit the lineage, prestige
and fortunes of their families. Sons are charged with the responsibility
of conducting services in memory of their ancestors while girls are
preparing the services. Only sons could become officials or make a
living for their family.
When a girl is getting married, her parents teach her to be
absolutely submissive and loyal to her husband and whatever
difficulties she may face in her new family, she should tolerate them
with patience. In other words, parents try to teach their daughter
what is considered most "proper'' and "moral" conduct that all "good"
women should follow after marriage.
The young Chinese women in 1990s have changed their attitudes
although old traditions are still shading such a change. "One
couple and one child" is the state's policy, and in many cities,
most families have only one child. Most urban women think it
makes no difference whether they have a boy or a girl. They care
most that the baby is healthy, receives good care and a good
education.
Most couples love each other; together they take responsibility
for sharing housework, caring for their parents, helping their
children with their education, and making decisions on family
affairs. Besides paying attention to self-improvement, many
couples ensure that their children develop morally, intellectually,
physically and aesthetically. They not only help each other
economically, but also try to adjust to each other culturally,
psychologically and emotionally.
Rural women, too, have become more independent. In choosing
a prospective spouse, most Chinese women consider love as the
basis for their marriage. They generally want to find a man who is
temperamentally compatible, has similar hobbies and interests,
received relatively more education and has good ethics. Besides
practical factors such as his career, social status, income and
housing condition are also considered important. Most rural
women feel they should choose their prospective husbands before
seeking approval from their parents. They also think it best to have
two children -- one boy and one girl.
In many villages, associations for promoting respect of the
aged, boosting social morality and handling weddings and funerals
have been set up, effectively improving the general nature of
families and villages.
The Chinese women have equal status with men in the
workplace and enjoy the same opportunities in education. Older
women carry out more traditional attitudes than young women.
Because of the influence ofthe Western attitudes, the divorce rate is
on the rise.
According to the Marriage Law, the court, when handling
divorce cases, should ensure that the couple's marriage has really
broken up. If so, interests and rights of women and children
should be especially protected. In many Chinese families, women
become the head of the household. Their children's family names
could follow their mother's last name. The man's mother's role has
also changed.
In comparison with the old tradition, a man used to be head of
the family. He earned the money to support his wife and family; in

The
reader's
always
write
Letter to the editor
Dear Editor,
The Russian Mars 96 space
probe crashed to earth carrying
plutonium batteries. Initially, it
was said to have fallen into the
Pacific ocean. Later, it was
revealed to have scattered debris
over the Atacama desert in
Chile and Bolivia.
Now in October, there is the
scheduled Cassini probe to
Saturn carrying 72 pounds of
plutonium. This probe will orbit
Venus twice and come hurtling
back at earth to get the
gravitational boost to get to
Saturn. What if something goes
wrong and it vaporizes in the
earth's atmosphere? What if the
Titan rocket carrying the
Cassini probe explodes on the
launch
pad
spreading
radioactive dust over much of
Florida?
Plutonium is one of the most
dangerous substances known .
Dr. Helen Caldicott, founder of
Physicians
for
Social
Responsibility, has stated that
one pound of plutonium, if
evenly distributed among the
earth 's population as inhalable
dust particles, would be enough
to give everyone lung cancer.
None of this is considered
serious enough by our free,
independent, objective and
piercingly investigative media
to make the evening news. They
would rather talk about Tiger
Woods or some other celebrity.
I fear that this may be just
the prelude to nuclear weapons
in space and nuclear-powered
rockets. Some very rich and
powerful men are playing
Russian roulette with life on
earth, and it is occurring in
absolute media silence. What an
Orwellian world it is becoming!
Sincerely,
Gary Sudborougi
13824 Fidler Ave.
Bellflower, Ca. 90706
(562) 925-4628

Cafeteria food
traditionally
gets bad rap
by Denise Graham Zahn
editor
Have you ever heard any
student at any college say something
good about cafeteria food?
Maybe you have. I certainly
hope you have, but I haven't And
GSU is no different in that respect.
I wiU tell you this. The chances
of getting good canteloupe at the
grocery store or farm stand were less
than 50 percent in my experience
this summer. At the cafeteria the
canteloupe and other fruit are
always delicious.
The greens I had this week from
the cafeteria tasted like something
continued on page 5
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Stuff you should know
Student Senate
Elections Information
What positions are Who can vote?
available?
Any student currently enThe positions available during this elections are Board of
Governors Program, one year
term; College of Education, one
year term; College of Arts and
Science, one year term; College
of Health Professions, one year
term; College of Business and
Public Administration, one year
term; six Student-at-Large positions, one year terms.
Student Senate Executive
Officer positions are elected from
within the Student Senate Membership.
Full body Senate has 20 members.

rolled at GSU for Fall 1997 trimester who is not a full-time
employee of the university may
vote.
Each student may vote for
his/her respective collegial
representative and student-atlarge positions.
Students must present current student ID, valid driver's
license or state ID to vote.
If registration is verified by
university records, the student
will receive an official ballot
that corresponds with the appropriate college.

Who's eligible to
run?

Dates to know if
you're a candidate
or voter

To run for a Student Senate
positions, the student must be enrolled for at least one credit hour
at GSU during the Fall 1997 trimester.
The studnet may not be a fulltime university employee.
The student must be in good
academic standing and not currently on probation or suspension.
Student must maintain a GPA of
2.0 for undergraduate and 3.0 for
graduate.

Candidates urged
to campaign
All
candidates
are
encouraged to actively campaign.
The Office of Student Life offers
candidates 20 free campaign
flyers and 20 free sheets of four
palm size campaign cards.

October 20 - Petitions are
due at Student Life Service Office.
October 23 - Candidates forum.
November I0-12 - Elections
are held.
November 12 - Ballots are
counted.
November 13- Unofficial results posted.
November 17 - 12 p.m.,
Deadline for filing appeals.
November 17 - Appeals reviewed and certification of results posted.
November 17 - 5 to 8 p.m.,
Victory celebration for new
Senators.
Senators take office first day
of Winter 1998 trimester.

GSU shuttle schedule during construction

·News of the World
Continued from page 2

tum, the wife had to obey his orders. The strict and indisputable authority of mother-in-law over son's
wife is typical of most households.
Divorce is a shame and disgrace, not only to the wife but to her family. Therefore, when a woman
wishes to divorce, she does not think of the negative consequences in society upon herself, as much as
of the shame and bad reputation on her family. Group consciousness and guilt over other members of
her original family are so strongly built in the minds of the Chinese women that, even today, there are
not so many divorce cases as the Western cultures initiated by women.
Communjcatjon Patterns

The Buddhist view of life and the Confucian interpretation of social systems have influenced the
communication patterns of Chinese women. In both Buddhism and Confucianism, words are considered
limited in their power to convey true thoughts, ideas and feelings. In Buddhism, language is considered
deceptive and misleading in the matter of understanding the truth. It is always a question of knowing and
seeing, and not that of believing which requires persuasive interpersonal and intrapersonal communication
through words. Similarly, Confucianism cautions that one should not speak carelessly and speech should
be at the right time and place. Even silence is preferred to useless and improper words. The Buddha
taught that if one cannot say something useful, one should keep "noble silence." The teachings of the
Buddha and Confucius are well reflected in Chinese old sayings. For example, a Chinese parable says
that "When a gentleman has spoken, a team of four horses cannot overtake his words."
The cautious attitude toward use of words is manifested in the Chinese fondness for hesitance or
ambiguities of expression. They hesitate or say something ambiguous (to the ears of Westerners) when
they fear that what they have in mind might be disagreeable to others or offend their feelings, especially
when they are superior in social status. To the most Chinese women, hesitance or silence are preferred to
eloquent verbalization.
That is why many Chinese students taking classes with American students react when the American
students make comments. Chinese students are not accustomed to this, so their first reaction is to think
American students are "big mouths." Chinese women are much more subtle, covert and less physical
than American women, in general. They have developed an extraordinary sensitivity in intuitive
~affi:elig:;afdl'Ersas those feelings relate to themselves. This involves a nonverbal
understanding of the entire social context within which each relationship is taking place and an
understanding of the way in which such relationships are expected to evolve
Further, the Chinese woman's intimate awareness of the limitations of language make them place
much importance on communication. The difference, in respect to communication attitudes between the
Western cultures and the Chinese culture, is that Westerners learn them unconsciously whereas Chinese
women study them with conscious interest and attention.
One of the basic principles which underlie communication rules and manners is the relative position
of those interacting in the hierarchical order of the society. When an elderly woman talks with a young
woman, the latter should listen carefully rather than ignore her, especially at home. This pattern has
changed, but not too much. The hierarchical status difference is well understood by Chinese women
regarding who should do the speaking, under what circumstances and in what manner.
So we can understand the communication attitudes and behaviors of the Chinese women. In most
cases, they tend to speak humbly and modestly with appropriate manners. Their ability to suppress feelings
of anger, sadness, bitterness, as well as joy and happiness is considered to be indicative of moderation,
propriety, and self-control, all of which are expected "virtues" in women. In addition, having to notice the
slightest feelings of others and complexities of situations, they have developed a highly sensitive and
intuitive system of interpersonal perception.
In China, more and more women are becoming "women pioneers" in various professions, not only in
the nation but also in world organizations. The selfless devotion and love many Chinese women have
demonstrated for their families throughout their lives can be viewed as one of the most beautiful and
noble qualities of human life.
Today's Chinese women share all of the basic human feelings and needs with men. They express their
own thoughts and feelings freely at home and at workplace without risking any degree of psychological
and social safety.

Until construction is completed, the following shuttle schedule will be in effect.
The first shuttle departs GSU at 6:50 p.m., arrives at Richton Parle at 7 p.m, departs
at 7: I0 p.m. and arrives back at GSU at 7:20p.m. It leaves GSU at 7:20p.m., arrives
at Richton Parle at 7:30 p.m., departs at 7:37 p.m. and arrives back at GSU at 7:47
p.m. It leaves GSU at 8: 15 p.m, arrives at Richton Parle at 8:25 p.m, leaves at 8:37
p.m. and arrives back at GSU at 8:48 p.m. The ftnal run leaves GSU at I0:20 p.m.,
arrives and departs Richton Parle at 10::30 p.. m. and arrives back at GSU at 10:40
p.m•. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,

Jt'\Jt'\ected
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+ 3-5 Hours Per Day (Mon-Fri)
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Locations: Hodgkins/Willow Springs (1-55 & 1-294) Addison, Palatine,
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Am I stupid or just a beautiful man
by Ted Spaniak, managing editor
I thought for sure that my naivete had died in some smoky lounge years ago
when I still had hair and a 29-inch waist. Recently, however, I was alarmed to find
that remnants of that old wide-eyed, youthful trust had found a cranny in which to
hide. {I had only searched the nooks- more naivete apparently.)
I don't know what to do with this old naivete. I don't know whether to embrace
it or feel stupid about it. Should I drown it like a wounded bird or nurture it and try
to keep it alive? I suppose that before I can make a decision on its fate, I must first
try to understand it.
A couple of weeks ago, I was up late studying. My townhouse was the only one
in the court that had any lights on at II :30 at night. I heard a subtle knock but
ignored it because I thought it may have been my neighbor's door. A few seconds
later, I heard it again. It was a very polite knock- perhaps a little too polite; it
was definitely at my door.
I was not particularly happy about this, yet I got up and apprehensively moved
toward the door. I looked out the kitchen window and saw a casually dressed man
in his mid-twenties.
As soon as he saw me at the window, he launched into a frenzied rap about his
little girl who was congested and that he needed to take her someplace, and he
needed eight or nine dollars, something about gasoline, he lived in the next court
over, and that his little girl needed help.
Then he saw that I had on a Rich Central Staff T -shirt and started excitedly

"As soon as he saw me at the window, he
launched into a frenzied rap about his
little girl ... "
asking me if I knew this or that teacher, and then he was back to the eight or nine
dollars, the congestion, and the gasoline. The whole encounter now seems like a
big blur.
•
I did not feel any danger at the time. All I could think of was that no one would
politely knock on a stranger's door at eleven thirty at night and only ask for eight or
nine dollars unless they really needed it. I got him the money and he promised to
bring it to me the next day. I believed that he would.
When the ftrst day went by without the return of my ten dollar bil~ the word "crack"
started to circulate through my head. When the second day went by without my ten dollars

wrapped in a lovely thank-you note,
the word "idiot" came to stay,
setting up a room just behind my
eyes. Every now and then, it taunts
me and picks the combination lock
that holds all the mixed-up insecurities I had when I was 15. What was
I thinking?
The fact is that I wasn't thinking. I was reacting and struggling
with a wicked dichotomy: giving ten
bucks to help - what appeared to
be - a very distressed man with a
sick child or not giving him the
money because he could have been
lying, and I would suffer the
humiliation of being duped. I was
trusting an impulse that told me
there was no danger. As it tu rned
out, the only real danger was to my vanity. (Of course, other potential dangers have
lately become quite vivid including the thought, "What might have happened had I
refused to "lend" him the money?")
This guy probably had himself a nice laugh with the crack man: "That's right, I
just knocked on this bald guy's door, asked him for the money, and he gave it to me.
love this country! Oh, yeah, then I added this nice little touch on the end: I you're gonna love this- I told him that I'd drop off the money tomorrow- you
know, just in case he was thinking about calling the police or something."
Romantically, I appease my ailing ego by thinking about karmic justice.
I can even become a little self-righteous about my "good deed" for a few
seconds. However, reality rears its ugly head again and "idiot" starts
bouncing off my brain like a racquetball. "Idiot" beats me 21 to nothing
without breaking a sweat, flips me off and goes to hide itself in some synaptic crevice behind my eyes until needed- perhaps to save my life in the
future.
The next person who comes to my door at II :30 at night will have to
have a tree embedded in his head and an alien trying to burst through his
chest before I'll even consider lending him eight or nine dollars.
I know my naivete is old and worthless, but I can't bring myself to
euthanize just yet. It's too sad.

GSU professor receives "Honored Freedom Fighter Award" as Asian
Indians in America celebrate India's 50th anniversary of independence
Dr. Jagdish P. Dave', a professor of psychology at Governors State University, was
one of those recently awarded the "Honored Freedom Fighter Award" for "outstanding service to Asian Indians in America." The award was presented by the Association of Indians in America, Illinois Chapter, at a ceremony
commemorating the 50th anniversary of India's independence, held at the Field Museum in Chicago in August.
Dave' was a. Freedom
Fighter during India's
struggle for independence
from Great Britain from 1942
to 1947, participating in Mahatma Gandhi's "Quit India"
movement. Dave' said he has
deep feelings of great pride for
his participation in what was
accomplished following
Gandhi's "total non-violence"
philosophy.
Speaking softly but with
great emotion, Dave' tells a
story of his birth. "In 1925
my father started the Nationalistic School in Mangrole.
On May 14,1925, Gandhi visited the school. There was a
big gathering. When he saw
my father, the first question Gandhi asked was 'Where is your wife?' My father
answered, 'She couldn't make it; she's pregnant."' Dave' is still overwhelmed that
such a great man would be concerned about one individual, Dave' mother, but sees it
as indicative of what made him a great man.
"That day Gandhi visited my mother," Dave' said, "and the next day I was born ... I
feel this at a very deep level. When I was young, I would ask my parents to tell me the
story over and over again. It affected me deeply."At age five "We moved to Sabarmati, a
place where spirituality and politics blend. Every evening I would go to pray and meditate. I sat on the sand along the river." It was in Sabarmati Ashram that Gandhi preached
total non-violence, Dave' said. "I will never forget his presence.
"The seeds of independence were planted m 1930, said Dave', with the beginning of
the "Freedom Movement" "I remember the Salt March," he said. "Disciples walked
more than 240 miles from Sabarmati to Dand1, traveling about 12 miles, per day. It was
like a pilgrimage."
The Salt March was symbolic. The British had placed a tax on salt, a nycessity of

life. The Indians, believing this was wrong, determined that they would make salt on
their own, Dave' said. "The nation was aroused and many leaders joined in."
The last freedom movement, which began in 1942, Dave' said, was called "Quit
India." "I remember when it was announced in Bombay. I was attending a meeting. I
could hear, but not see, what was taking place because so many people were there. We all
took the pledge to die for freedom. Millions of people took the pledge," said Dave'. "It
was do or die. There was no sense living in slavery.
"The highest goal in life is fighting for freedom," said Dave' . We did everything we
could to encourage people to stand up for their rights. Many were beaten by the police,
but they never quit.. .. I learned much being part of it with my family, friends and others
fighting for freedom . I am very proud of it."
All the schools closed for nine months at the beginning of the "Quit India" freedom
movement. "You get educated by doing things for people who are also suffering. That is
how students spent the nine months - doing for others ... We struggled for four years.
Then the British became wise, and we became independent. Freedom Day is celebrated
each year on August 15.
Dave' attended Bombay University where he received a bachelor of arts degree. He
then went to Gujarat University and was awarded both a bachelor's and master's degrees
in education. Later, when Dave' was teaching at Ahmedabad, instructing in languages,
social studies, psychology and the philosophy of education, he was encouraged by a professor to apply for a Fulbright Scholarship, because he was young, had been a first-rate
student and met all the criteria. Dave' applied and was awarded a Fellowship from the
University of Chicago in 1959.
Had he not received the Fulbright Award and Fellowship, Dave' said that he would
never have come to the U.S. because he was too poor. Dave' completed his studies at the
University of Chicago in 1964, earning a Ph.D ig education. After that he was employed
as visiting professor and adjunct faculty at various colleges both in India and the Chicago
area.
In 1977 Dave' came to GSU. He teaches psychology courses in stress management and
social and cultural foundations of counseling. He is committed to a holistic way of living,
learning and teaching. Dave' is a Brahmin and follows the tradition of learning, teaching
and serving the community. In 1992, he obtained another doctoral degree (Psy.D.) in clinical psychology from the Illinois School of Professional Psychology.
Dave's wife, Vanleela, is also a lecturer in psychology at GSU. They have two sons,
a daughter and four grandchildren. Theirs is a multi-faith family. Dave' is Hindu, his
wife is Jain (similar to Buddhism) and one son and daughter, Hindu by birth, are married to American Catholics. 'This has been a very enriching experience for everyone,"
Dave' said.
Dave' said he believes in a "colorful society which embraces diversity and a good
sense of self and community ... It's great to live in a country with so many ethnic,
cultural and religious streams."
In addition to founding several service organizations, Dave served as president of
the Hindu Cultural Center in Park Forest, assisted Geeta Ashram in Chicago and was
vice-chairman of the Eighth International Geeta Conference in 1989.
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Schmuck or good samaritan?
by Denise Graham Zahn, editor
illustrate how small a world it
is, he is now a student at
GSU, changing careers. My
home then was in Hammond,
Indiana.
Another time, in roughly
1987, I was working for a
small, financially struggling
newspaper. A young girl
who had worked for the
paper for a short time was
going to have to quit,
because she had no transportation. She had no
money to buy a vehicle and
no one qualified to co-sign
for a loan for her - not even her
mother. I co-signed for a $1 ,500 loan
for her and shortly thereafter the
newspaper went out of business. I
never saw her again. She could have
created major problems for me if she
hadn't made those payments. I certainly had no money to pay them if she
hadn't - but she did.
Would I be willing today to put
my credit and finances on the line for
someone I had known for perhaps a
month? I sincerely doubt it, so it's
good that I did it then. I can look
back and say I helped a stranger
without feeling that I got taken .
Again I ask the question . Was I a
schmuck or good samaritan? I guess
I was just someone doing what I
thought was the right thing at the
time .
What else can you do?

Schmuck or good samaritan, that is the question? You decide.
Back in 1989-90 I decided to rent out a room in my house to bring in extra
money. I ran an ad in the newspaper stating that I was looking for a female renter.
Somehow a crazy woman (I didn't realize it at the time) showed up at my door in a
rust bucket vehicle with a two-by-four for a rear bumper. That should have been
plenty of warning, wouldn ' t you think?
She had clearly been living in the car. I never saw a car filled with so much stuff
in my life. She was breathless and nearly frantic telling me her story. In her early
50s, she said her husband, who had worked for an Illinois village as a landscaper/
maintenance person, had died. They apparently owed taxes, so after his death the
state of Indiana confiscated her home. She was with furniture and personal belongings. The bottom line was that she had no place to go.
I was hesitant but told her she could spend the night. That was a mistake. I
agreed to let her stay. She paid me for a week, rather than a month plus security.
Things continued to deteriorate. She didn ' t pay me most of the time but always
promised to. One day I got an urgent call from her. The wheel of her car broke off,
and I had to go get her. The whole thing was scary.
One day she just didn't come home. After a couple days I decided to open the
door to her room to see what I could see. Most everything except a TV was gone.
saw no clothes. I assumed she just left without paying me. I gave the TV away, and
my kids and I hauled her couch that had been in my garage out to the street. Someone came by a picked it up. What a relief to be rid of her.
About a month later she called me wanting her TV and couch. When I told her
what I had done, she launched into a stream of filth that was beyond anything I had
ever heard. Did that teach me a lesson to be more selective?

"[S]he launched into a stream of filth
that was beyond anything I had ever
heard."
I re-ran the an and got a call from a young-sounding guy. I had clearly stated I
was looking for a female, but he convinced me to at least talk tohim in person. He
moved in and lived with us for three years. I couldn't have asked for better. To

II
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continued from page 2
that you would expect from Cracker Barrel,
one of my favorite restaurants.
The cafeteria always offers an array of
fresh vegetables that they will cook for you
on-order, served with pasta, oriental
noodles, omelettes and so on. The portions
are generous, much more than I can or
should eat.
The salad fixings are always fresh, and
since you serve yourself you get as much
or as little as you want.
The point is this. People get so used to
maligning cafeteria food, that they
sometimes fail to take the opportunity to
really check out what is there.
There is enough variety available,
including turkey-based chili and soups,
that everyone should find healthy choices,
as well as good home-style cooking.
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''YOU SAID IT'' PHOTOPINION
If you could wave a magic wand and change things in this
world for the better, what would it be?

Dawn Gibson
Frankfort, Ill.
Business Management

"Good health to all people
on earth because with
good health, all things are
possible."

Boris Atterberry
Calumet City
Communications
(Grad. student)

"Nothing. The world is just
as it should be. But if I had
to change one thing, it
would be for people to stop asking me unbelievably
stupid questions."

Heather Price
Chicago Heights
Engish Education

"Remove the quality of
greed from human
nature."

Integrative Studies, "a quiet revolution"
by Ted Spaniak
A "quiet revolution" is sweeping across the world of academia and is about to alter
the current educational paradigm at GSU in the Fall of '97. This "quiet revolution" is
the Integrative Studies program which, according to its coordinator, Dr. Jacquelyn
Kilpatrick, ''is quickly becoming the rule rather than the exception in higher education."
The keys to the program are the interdisciplinary and intercultural aspects that
focus on how particular subject areas in the arts, sciences, and humanities impact
upon and interrelate with each other. As a result, students and faculty from differing
disciplines will collaborate in a variety of educational contexts.
Due to the complexity of the program, its foundational concepts and the academic
jargon necessary for explanation, describing the program is not a simple matter. However, Kilpatrick related an anecdote that makes the program easier to understand:
"As I was trying to explain the concept of Integrative Studies to one of my students, she replied, 'Oh. Is that like my daughter's third grade class where they're
studying penguins? They study the math of penguin populations, the biology of penguins, write stories about penguins, and study the environment of the South Pole,
where penguins live.' "
Kilpatrick admitted being surprised because she regarded integrative study as a
university concept. She stressed, however, that these youngsters were indeed studying
in an integrative fashion. Kilpatrick explained that every level of education is undergoing radical and profound reconstruction:
"[E]mphasis in public school education and universities alike is shifting away
from the one-way delivery of information toward the creation of learning environments focused directly on activities which enhance student learning in different ways.
On the university level, the program will emphasize analysis, critical thinking
skills and attitudes, and effective oral and written communication - including the
latest computer-based communication technologies. In addition, collaboration will
be a cornerstone of this new academic paradigm.
GSU professor Arthur Bourgeois provides an excellent example of how collaboration will impact a particular course. In the fall, Bourgeois will officially
offer "Worlds of Art" as an Integrative Studies course although he has been teaching it "integratively" for several years.
Bourgeois has compiled a prestigious group of experts from around the globe who
will, via the internet, discuss issues that pertain to a student's area of study. Bourgeois
said that this has been highly successful in the past, and that often the discussions don't
end when the course is complete but continue on. Bourgeois will also participate in
"cyberscussions" with his students.
In "Worlds of Art." students will study eight art objects- none of them contemporary - from eight different cultures. Besides the standard study of style, form, and
content, the Integrative Study student will also look at the art in other terms.
Bourgeois states that students will consider the work's "social function, and [they
I

will] position the work of art in concepts of nature and tensions in environment." Furthermore, students will consider the "ideas that circulate around the object and how they
interact with the social obligations of various constituencies."
Reflection upon one's own attitudes and perceptions is part of the spirit of the Integrative Studies program, and Bourgeois' class will also concentrate on the "reflexivity of
criticizing one's own standpoint in terms of our own statements."
Additionally, critical stance (or from what perspectives certain facts arise and how
we come to know them to be so), will also be addressed. Bourgeois states that through
the integrative study of"Worlds of Art," students will better understand the "history of
ideas and how they reverberate into the present."
An overview of the Integrative Studies curriculum reveals 14 core courses that are
scheduled in a two year sequence. The sequence culminates in a senior thesis project
that is devised by the student and faculty from the student's area of particular interest or
pathway.
"A pathway," explains Kilpatrick, "is an area of concentration chosen by
the student. The start of the pathway is the 'hub' course. This can be any of
the 14 regular [core courses]. The professor of that course becomes the student's
advisor and works with the student to devise a course of study that will include
the core curriculum with elective courses with the area of
concentration ... [Students can also] choose a minor in one of the disciplines."
Besides Bourgeois and Kilpatrick, other professors involved in this exciting new program are
Anthony Andrews- Economics
Dick Burd - Photography
Karen D' Arcy - Analytical Chemistry
Francis Kostarelos ---:- Anthropology
Greg Moehring - Inorganic Chemistry
Rashidah Muhammad - English and Secondary Education
Soon Ok Park - Computer Science
Win fried Rudloff- Computer Science
Steve Shih -Computer Science
John Yunger- Biology
Gabrielle Rico- Integrative Studies
Kilpatrick states that the intended purpose of this new venture is to "provide an opportunity for students to obtain a broadly based education and to
forge relationships between elements of their educational experience. (The
bridges between these elements are provided by) emphasizing multiple perspectives and comparative, global, intgerdisciplinary, and intellectual forms
of learning- or exploring what D. H. Lawrence called 'ways of knowing.'
For more information on the Integrative Studies program, contact Thelma
Tartt at (708) 534-410 I.
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Sixteen faculty excellence awards to be presented
by Boris Atterberry
Sixteen Faculty Excellence
Awards will be presented to GSU
faculty and staff at fall Convocation on October 20 at 2:30 p.m.
Commitment to the underlying principles of GSU's mission
is a guideline for assessing excellence in the nominated candidates. Winners are selected by the
Faculty Excellence Awards Committee based on outstanding
achievement in teaching or perfonnance of primary duties, research and creative activities,
proficiency in use of technology,
promotion of diversity and services to the community.
The following are the 19971998 winners:
Dr. Joseph Addison, professor of physical science, is commended for his outstanding
achievement in research and service. As radiation officer, he successfully secured the renewal of
the state license needed to operate the electron capture on GSU 's
campus.
Dr. Greg Blevins, professor of
alcoholism science, is commended for his excellence in
teaching, research and service.
He is regarded as an outstanding
scholar and teacher.
Dr. Robert B. Donaldson,
professor of public administration, is recognized for excellence
in the areas of teaching, as well
as service to the university and
community. His student ratings
project a highly positive image
of an excellent professor who is
able to provide a stimulating

learning environment for his students.
Dr. Mercedes Graf, professor
of school psychology, is commended for excellence in research
and creative activities. She continually serves as a mentor and
role model of scholarship for current and fonner students in the
school psychology program
Dr. Jay Lubinsky, professor of
communication disorders, is to be
commended for excellence in
teaching, research and service. He
developed and implemented a research project in which the value
of student journal use during the
practicum was explored. He presented those findings at the 1996
conference of the Council of Supervisors in Speech-Language
Pathology.
Dr. Zafar(Zam) Malik, professor of management, is recognized
as a highly dedicated classroom
professional who cares about the
success of students, both within
the program and later as they apply knowledge acquired from it to
their careers. He has the distinction ofhaving videotaped the largest number of telecourses as a
host-professor at GSU .
•
Dr. Jon Mendelson, professor
of environmental science, is commended for his outstanding
achievement in teaching, research
and service. His ability to get the
best from his students is widely
recognized and testified to by their
outstanding perfonnance.
Dr. David Parmenter, professor of production management, is

recognized for excellence in teaching, research and service. He continually receives high student ratings while continuing to work on
the development of new teaching
skills.
Dr. David Prasse, professor of
school psychology, is commended
for his excellence in service. He
has Jed the school psychology faculty toward a self-study, comptetion and submission of a national
Association of School Psychologists accreditation application.
Dr. Diane Kjos, professor of
psychology and counseling, is
commended for her excellence in
teaching, research/creative activities and service. She also recently
chaired GSU's Faculty Senate and
served as president of the State
Counseling Association and the
Illinois Career Development Association.
Dr. June Patton, professor of
history, is honored for teaching,
service and research, most notably for the six courses she developed and taught over the last several years. She is a recipient of
the Carter G. Woodson Distinguished Scholar in Residence
award
Patricia Koutouzos, professor
of English and secondary education, is honored for her substantial and fresh approach to teaching. Her commitment to excellence as coordinator of the Secondary Education program is unquestionable. Since assuming the
position, GSU has seen the program enrollment quadruple with

an excellent placement record for
program graduates.
Dr. Hugh Rank, professor of
English literature, is recognized
for his outstanding achievements
in teaching. He has produced
seven books, dozens of articles,
and his various teaching aids have
been incorporated and reprinted in
more than 40 textbooks by other
writers.
Paul Schranz, professor of
photography, is commended for
his outstanding achievement in
teaching, research and service. He
is a well respected and effective
program coordinator and has
served with distinction on the College Curriculum Committee.
Dr. Larry Levinson, professor of political cience, is recognized for excellence in teaching and outstanding service to
the university and its students.
Many recent comments by his
students indicate their appreciation for the diversity of approaches and ideas he uses in
presenting social, political and
economic phenomenon.
Dr. David Suddick, professor
of education, is recognized for
excellence in teaching, research
and service. He also very frequently collaborates with division colleagues on research
projects and presentations at
professional meetings.
In addition to receiving a citation, each winner will receive
a monetary award of $650.

Club News

Professors
in Action

Model U.N. Club accepting
new members
The Model U.N. Club is
looking for students to join in this
year's activities and events.
The team is composed of
students that meet regularly to
11 1
.-..,.·~:..-::·." ~ discuss international issues and to
get ready for the two large annual
conferences they attend.
The American Conference is
held in Chicago, and the National
Conference is in New York.
Dr. Larry Levinson of
Political Studies is the faculty
advisor.
The American Model U.N.
Conference held in Chicago last
four days. Students from all over
the country attend, and the results
of the conference are forwarded
to the United Nations office in
New York
The National Model U.N.
Conference is a week long. It is
held each spring, and students
have an opportunity to meet with
representatives from other
countries. Opening and closing
ceremonies are held in the United
Naations Assembly Halls in the
U.N. building. Results are shared
with the United Nations.
The team also attends and
often hosts mock Security Council
Sessions composed of teams from
various area colleges.
Anyone interested in getting
involved in any or all of these
activities should call Glenn
Griffith at (708) 636-8711.

Employee of
the Year
nominations
due by
October 9
Help select the Employee of
the Year by voting for your choice
of the Employees of the Month.
Students, faculty and staff are
eligible to vote. Fonns are available in the Department of Human
Resources. Nominations are due
by October 9.
The following are those voted
Employee of the Month, beginning with October 1996 and ending September 1997.
David Erickson, Business
Operations
Paul Schwellenbach, Business Operations
Stephanie Wenzel, College of
Business/Administration
Anita Werner, College of
Business/Administration
Marilyn Prater-Rivers, Business Operations
Belinda Hudson, College of
Arts and Sciences
Sherry Kohl, College of Education
Dan Romano, Information
Tedhnology Services
Rosie Mascolo, Department
of Public Safety
Virginia Thurston, College of
Business/Administration
Loretta Jones, Human Resources
Ying Liang, University Library
In addition to the honor of
beng Employee of the Year, the
winner receives a monetary
award.
If you don't know names but
would recognize a face, look on
the picture board by the phone
banks outside the Registrar's office. A photograph of each Employee of the Month is on the wall
there.

SUCCESS.
GO AN EDGE
ON COLLEGE
EXPENSES.
The Army can help you get
an edge on college expenses
in just two years.
When you enlist and qualify
for a certain skill, you could
become eligible for the Montgomery GI Bill plus the Army
College Fund. That means
you could earn $26,500 for college with a twc:ryear enlistment
And the Anny will give you
another edge, too. You'll develop the self-discipline, selko~
dence and maturity you'll need
to succeed in college.
Fmd out more about how
you can get $26,500 for college in just two short years.
Call your local Anny Recruiter
for more information today.

1-800-USA-ARMY

ARMY.
BE ALL
10U CAN BE:
www.goarmy.com
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by Karen Piejko
Entertainment Reporter & Editor
Don't forget. Grammy Award-winning pianist George Winston
is coming to The Center for Performing Arts at GSU on Saturday,
October II, at 8 p.m.
Here's something you may not know. Prior to Winston's performance, a food drive will be held to benefit the Monee Township
Pantry, a local non-profit organization that provides food and emergency assistance to people in need. Even if you can't attend the
show, you may want to contribute a non-perishable food item to
this very worth while cause. Any donation, such as a can of soup,
would be greatly appreciated. Collection barrels will be available
at the theatre lobby entrance.
The highly acclaimed, award-winning theatrical troupe,
"Theatreworks USA," will bring its charming adaptation of C.S.
Lewis' classic children's tale "The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe" to The Center, Saturday, October 18, at II a.m. This program is the first of GSU's "Especially For Kids" series and was
intended to transport you and your favorite little ones to a mystical,
magical land that is bursting with excitement, adventure, mystery,
suspense and a magnificent, musical score. This performance serves
as a wonderful and affordable introduction to live theatre for young
children. Tickets cost $7.
Hubbard Street Dance Company will once again bring its mesmerizing extravaganza to The Center, Saturday, October 25, at 8
PM. This show sells out quickly, so you'll want to get in on it fast.
This world-renwned troupe practices an intricate form of story telling done entirely through dance. These highly trained dancers are
essentially actors who tell their story through choreography rather

than words. Get ready for the experience of a life time as they bring
their high energy, pulsating performance to GSU.
Impeccable harmony will fill the air when "The Scholars of London" take the stage Sunday, October 12 at The Center. This a cappella
group will kick off the Sunday Brunch Series. Patrons have the option
of purchasing a brunch/concert package so they may enjoy fine dining
along with an invigorating musical performance.
Call the box office at (708) 235-2222 for details on these performances.

Cliff Notes

Live On Stage at The Theatre Building
by Karen Piejko
Entertainment Reporter & Editor
Do you hate studying Shakespeare?
If so, you'll love "The Compleat Works of Wllm Shkspr
(Abridged)." This hilarious Chicago premiere condenses 37
Shakespeare plays into 97 minutes! Considering the fact that "Romeo
and Juliet" alone clocked in at over three and a half hours, that's an
astonishing feat!
The play stars veteran actors Joe Foust, Eli Goodman and Darin
Toonder, and was directed by T.J. Mino. It will be running at The
Theatre Building, located at 1225 West Belmont Avenue in Chicago.
Opening night is Monday, October 6, but additional performances
.are scheduled for Thursdays and Fridays at 7:30 p.m., Saturdays at 7
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.
General admission is $20, but students with valid college IDs can
get in for $16. For more information, call the Theatre Building at
(773) 327-5252, or Ticketmaster (312) 902-1500.

CD News & Reviews
by Karen Piejko
Entertainment Reporter & Editor
Album: Good Feeling
Artist: Travis
Label: lndependiente
Available: I0/97
Travis really rocks! They have broken through the traditional
one hit per album trend and provided us with an album of really,
rock in' sounds. There really isn't one bad cut on this entire album! It rocks from beginning to end!
Precision musicianship and an all around cool sound makes
this album work. This contemporary rock album features crisp,
outstanding vocals and an invigorating musical score. The lyrics
are simple to comprehend and provide a pleasurable listening
experience through the use of down to earth topics related to love
and life.
"Tied to the '90s" is a fabulous tribute to life in our ever-changing decade. Happy" is exciting and filled with extraordinary
rhythms. "Funny Thing" is sentimental and soothing. No two songs
sound the same, which gives it an all around "Good Feeling."
Travis performs with a unique cutting edge sound. Pick this one
up today!

Candle in the Wind 1997
by Karen Piejko
Entertainment Reporter & Editor
Singer/Songwriter Elton John pays tribute to his beloved friend,
the late Diana, Princess of Wales, in this emotional rendition of
"Candle In The Wind."
All artist and composer royalties and record company profits from
the sale of this CD single will be donated to the Diana, Princess of
Wales Memorial Fund. The fund has been set up to continue supporting the humanitarian work of the late princess. Rather than designating one specific charity, it will provide assistance to many of the
charitable organizations she was devoted to throughout her lifetime.
Diana, Princess of Wales, was a candle lighting up the darkness
in the lives of those who were in need. "Candle in the Wind 1997" is
a beautiful tribute to a beautiful woman who gave her life to the world.
"You called out to our country, and you whispered to those in
pain. Now you belong to heaven, and the stars spell out your name.
And it seems to me you lived your life like a candle in the wind, never
fading with the sunset when the rains set in. And your footsteps will
always fall here, along England's greenest hills. Your candle's burned
out long before your legend never will" - Elton John, Candle in the
Wind 1997.

Karen's Korner
Experiencing musican interview with
Robert Reifsnyder
by Karen Piejko
Entertainment Reporter &
Editor
Robert Reifsnyder, a world
renowned musician, is eager to
share his enthusiasm for music with young people. This
graduate of the prestigious
Juilliard School of Music, has
performed
extensively
throughout the world. He has
toured France, Germany, Switzerland, and many other musically enriched countries.
Over the years, Reifsnyder has
been active as a trombonist,
conductor,and musical play director. This musician has been
everywhere and done just about
everything.
Reifsnyder is a professional trombonist and has
mastered several intricate
variations of the instrument.
"On my solo album, 'The Versatile Trombonist,' I performed on six different instruments. The album contained
songs representing various
musical eras; each instrument
I played corresponded to the
time period in which the composition was written," said
Reifsnyder.
Extensive touring has enabled him to experience musical cultures outside United
States. Germany tops his list
of favorite places to perform.
"The people in Germany were
extremely loyal to the art of
music. The support of music
through tax revenues is
unparalled in the western
world. The German people
have a true passion for quality
music," he said, but one of his
favorite performing experiences was a production of
Honegger's "Joan of Arc," in
Switzerland.
"The most beautiful part of
the musical experience is that it
can be shared by both the performer and the listener," he said.
Overall, though, Reifsnyder feels
that young people have stopped
listening to music and prefer to
merely hear it. "This practice
denies many people the opportunity of enriching their lives
through music," said Reifsnyder.
"The style of music one chooses
to listen to is not important.
Whether it's blues, jazz, country, pop, rock or classical each has its greatness- but only
when one takes the time to discover the qualities that make one
piece mediocre while another is
incredibly special. Only then can
you say you have truly experienced music."
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Delayed Country Thunder Festival in Twin
Lakes, Wisconsin, a fall Halloween treat
by Denise Graham Zahn, editor

Scenes from Country Thunder

Photo

provid~d by

GSU Photo D~pL

Art Faculty Invitational Exhibition
on display in GSU art gallery
The GSU Art Department is hosting its sec:ond Regiooal An Faculty Invitational Exhibition, which runs lbrough October to.
Twenty-three art faculty members ftom 11 regional c:olleps and
universities are participating. Listed in alphabetical order by c:ollege, they are:
College of DuPage • Charles Boone and Jefftey Curto
Joliet Junior College • Michael Chebanowsky, Jim Dugdale, Joe
Milosevich. Steven Sherrell and Betty Bums Zlcate
Kankakee Community College • Jane C. Haley and Jean Janssen
Moraine Valley Community College- Deeks Carroll, Sue Fremgen,
Cindy Guilboard, Thomas McDonald, Mary Ellen Ponsford and
Kathleen Schonauer
Olivet Nazarene University - Bill Greiner
Saint Xavier College - Monte Gerlach, Jayne Hileman, Cathie
Ruggie Saunders and Brent Wall
South Suburban College - Paulette Davis, Jack Kirkpatrick and
Carol Weber.
The exhibition is in the art gallery in the College of Arts and
Science off E-Lounge. Gallery hours are Monday 11 a.m. to S p.m.,
Tuesday II a.m. to 3:30p.m., Wednesay 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Thursday 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 2 to 4:30p.m.

It was a great weekend, especially after the disaster of last July. Last July was our fifth consecutive year
of attending the Country Thunder Music Festival. It was held in Twin Lakes, Wisconsin. We were
anticipating a great week end of big name country music stars, along with some rising stars and local
talent. Unbelievably, though, the whole week end was shot about an hour after our arrival. That's when
a huge storm (they say it wasn't a tornado) hit.
It came up fast. The announcement was made to take cover instantly, and we headed for the big tent
in the V.I.P. area. We saw it coming. It looked nasty, and it was nasty. In just a matter of minutes the wind
swept down the field, struck the three-story stage, lifted it up, twisted it and threw it down. Fortunately,
a band had just finished, so few people were near the stage. One was seriously injured. Show over.
We were advised to leave quickly, as a second front was approaching. Everyone headed for their cars,
which were mired in mud. Not to blow the entire weekend, we headed for Galena (another great place to
go) for the week end. Country Thunder management reconnoitered and re-scheduled the show for the
week end of September 26, and it was a terrific week end.
.
The musical line-up was light, in comparison with the summer line-up. Understandably, the performers were already booked for September. But we heard some great music just the same. The coup de gras
was Ricochet and John Michael Montgomery. The weather co-operated, so that shorts and a sweatshirt
were good for daytime, and evening called for long pants and a jacket. It was a totally different scene,
timed perfectly for fall and the approach of Halloween. There were bon fires scattered throughout the
grounds in the evening and wagons, posts and fences decorated with pumpkins and corn stalks. There
was even a haunted forest.
Let me add right here
that I am unabashedly a
connoisseur of haunted
houses. I love them. We
even went up to Hades
last year, a definite
techno-phenomenon but
otherwise disappointing.
When I go to a haunted
house, I want to be
scared. That's the point.
I want to see monsters,
live monsters stalking.
Well, Country Thunder
is set on the grounds of
Red Top Nursery and
Garden Center, a perfect
setting for a haunted forest. There is a small cluster of evergreen trees about 20-25 feet tall next to a pond.
For the last three years the nursery has hosted a haunted forest in October. They managed to open it a
week early this year to accommodate Country Thunder fans. It was great.
There were all kinds of horrific monsters roaming through the woods, and the woods held all kinds of
surprises and gory scenes. It was so cool! Of course, there was the required chain saw madman, but also
a monstrous train engine with an eerie whistle and a huge light that flashed when you passed in front of
it. We went through it both nights, and they let me go through before dark to take pictures of the sets, and
the monsters all posed for me at the last gory scene.
If you don 't mind driving two hours, it's one of the best haunts I' ve been in. After we went through
the forest, we sat near the bonfire on the opposite side of the pond and watched as innocents across the
pond had the daylights scared out of them. That's what it's all about!
Something else new this year were hot air balloon rides. It was interesting watching them inflate.
Two large fan s blow air into the balloon, which is lying on the ground. When the balloon is inflated with
enough air, the burner blasts heat into it, causing the balloon to rise vertically. The balloon was tethered,
but we got a nice night-time view of the festival from above.
In the kids section there were at least a half dozen of the inflatable activities, but they weren' t just for
kids. My husband and I dressed up in velcro costumes and climbed two velcro hills and plunged through
a velcro tunnel. It was a riot and exhausting. The Velcro sucks you in and doesn't let go without a
struggle. We raced. I won. There was also an inflatable climbing wall. After hurling your body through
a narrow opening, you pull yourself up the wall to grab a velcro bag, drop down and head out. We raced,
and he won. It, too, was exhausting, but we made it to the top! Among the ones we didn ' t go on was a
bungee run. The kids had to grab a Velcro bag before they were snapped back.
The number of vendors had really increased, even from July, I think. They sold everything from
ponchos from Ecuador to blankets from India and American Indian jewelry and artifacts. You could buy
cowboy hats, boots, belts and buckles and Austrailian coats and hats. You could have your palm read and
your fortune told by a psychic. There were flea market type vendors and fine wood carvings. I guess you
could say there was something for everyone. Of course, there were plenty of food vendors who sold
anything from Indian tacos (really good) to ice cream, corn on the cob and lemonade and beer.
The V.I.P. tent had a buffet with a variety of dishes and delicious cookies, cakes and cheese cakes.
During the breaks between acts, regional and local acts performed on smaller stages. There was even an
opportunity to be a star with a karaoke band.
All-in-all, I guess you could say we had a good time. In fact, one "howl" of a good time!
Maybe we' ll see you there next year. It's already scheduled for the weekend of July 16.

Park Forest Singers and The
Illinois Philharmonic are
coming to The Center
The Park Forst Singers will be performing at The Center for Performing Arts on October 26 and
December 13, at 8 p.m
The Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra will perform at The Center on November 22.
Tickets are on sale now. Call (708) 235-2222 or go to The Center box office.
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No Stitches Required

A short story

by Robert Ketioe

On Friday, May I, 1970, in a suburb of Chicago, Michael O'Brien awakened on
the fourth day of his confinement. He felt fresh and pure as a child.
Black, curly hair framed his soft, oval face. He appeared younger than his 23
years, except for his eyes - blue topaz embedded in shadow.
As he splashed water on his face, he remembered.
"The play. Holy shit... the play!" With a resolve born of desperation, he informed
the nurse he no longer needed his medication.
"Okay, Mr. O'Brien," she said. "But I'll have to report this to Dr. Hensley."
"Good," he replied.
Next, he called Schultz, his roommate and director. While the phone rang, he
noticed crusted com flakes on the coin slot.
" Hey, Jim, it's Obie," he began.
"Obie ... Obie! How the hell are ya? What's goin' on? I mean, are you okay?"
"For the most part, thanks. Listen, don't use the stand-in; I'll be there - but first,
I have to get by the shrink."
"Far out. You sound like your old self again."

"Previous days, lost in a Librium
haze, gave way to an awareness of
his situation."
"Not the old self, Jim - the new self. Listen man, I have to go now. The nurse is
tapping me on the shoulder. Inquisition time. I'll talk to you later."
Michael followed the nurse through the cacophony of the pale green halls.
Previous days, lost in a Librium haze, gave way to an a"Vareness of his situation.
Footsteps echoed amid the Pine Sol and vacant stares.
She knocked on the open door. " Mr. O' Brien is here."
The doctor motioned for him to enter and have a seat. With a pivot and a smirk,
the nurse shut the door. The door barely cleared the desk. No windows. It felt like a
bunker.
While on the phone, the doctor shuffled papers and vanilla folders on his desk.
"Yes, honey ... you be careful. Stay inside. I'll talk to you on Monday. I love you, too.
Excuse me, Mr. O'Brien. I have a daughter at Kent State. They're having problems
there, you know. Ah, here it is. I was looking for your file. You'll excuse me. I'm
not familiar with your case."
He settled his elbows on the desk. Obie studied the doctor's starched appearance.
Glasses hung on his nose at half mast.
"Now, Mr. O'Brien, the nurse told me you refused your medication. Why?" His
voice was resonant with authority.
Obie shifted in the chair. "Because I can't act when I can hardly hold a coherent
thought in my head for more than seconds at a time."
"What do you mean, 'act'?"
"Tonight. In a play," Obie said.
"In a play ...tonight!"
"Yes, sir."
"Indeed. You haven't been here for a week. Let me see here." He looked down at

the folder. "Mr. O'Brien, an ambulance brought
you in on Tuesday. Today is only Friday."
"Yes, sir, but..."
"One moment, please." Hensley continued to search the folder. "Four years in
the seminary after which you enlisted in the Marines. Wounded in Vietnam.
Wouldn't you say that's going from the sublime to the ridiculous?"
"The seminary was no more sublime than waking up every morning wondering
whether it might be your last day on earth. The Marines - Vietnam, no more
ridiculous than the idea of killing commies for Christ."
The doctor pursed his lips and leaned back. Obie saw that Hensley was staring at
a picture on his desk.
"Doctor Hensley, if I've learned anything from the last two years, it's that you
have to be careful about what you believe in."
The doctor leaned forward again. "And you believe in this play?"
"I believe in the people who, after I returned from Nam, attempted to displace
pain with love through a creative act."
The doctor adjusted his glasses and glanced at the picture again . Obie wondered
whether he was listening.
"Mr. O'Brien, what about the wound on your wrist?"
Obie took a deep breath. Wincing, Obie ripped the Band-Aid off and laid his
wrist over the doctor's vanilla folder. Hensley' s eyes opened slightly.
" Look, doctor - a superficial cut. No stitches required. Indicative more of
spiritual wounds than a suicide attempt. A symbolic act brought on by the end of
innocence - the death of the Cheerios kid.
Obie sat down. The doctor bent forward, removed his glasses and rubbed his face
with his hands.
" Doc, you won ' t find the answers inside a vanilla folder."
Obie reached for the door knob. With a twist and a gentle nudge, the door swung
open.
" Mr. O' Brien - Michael. I believe you just opened the door for both of us. Go
to your play, but be back by midnight. I'm flying to Ohio. We'll talk on Monday.
Oh, by the way, I almost forgot; what' s the name of the play?"
"Good question, Dr. Hensley. Anton Chekov's 'The Good Doctor.'" They both
smiled.
Obie walked through the door...
...and on to the stage. At the curtain call, Schultz glanced at him as he stepped forward for

"Look doctor -- a superficial cut. No
stitches required. Indicative more of
spiritual wounds than a suicide attempt."
applause. Schultz clapped frrst, followed by the rest of the cast.
Obie nodded and acknowledged their acclaim as he feh the sting of a blue droplet, at the
comer of a shadow, bum down his face, like white phosphorous, through his heart and into his
soul.
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Do you have symptoms of
hyper or hypothyroidism?
Health Tips
by Ann Pace
The symptoms of hyperthyroidism are the exact opposites of hypothyroidism. With
hyperthyroidism, a person has prolonged feelings of elation (happiness) for no apparent reason . They also experience boundless energy, even after a full day of work and
other activities. They cannot sleep well at night and seldom take a nap. They don't
always notice their aches and pains. Their hair is full and their nails are very strong.
Just as the symptoms of hyperthyroidism are opposites of hypothyroidism, so are
the reasons for it. Hyperthyroidism (overactive thyroid) occurs when the thyroid is
overactively sending out too much thyrox in. That overactivity of the thyroid can, and
eventually does, cause the thyroid to break down resulting in hypothyroidism (underactive thyroid).
If you are experiencing symptoms of hyperthyroidism, a blood test usually can determine if you have it. Once diagnosed, proper treatment can be determined.
Anti-thyroid drugs, radioactive iodine, or surgery are the three forms of treatment
doctors generally recommend. Advantages and disadvantages must be weighed in the
selection of the treatment that best suits an individual.
Note: The author has had hypothyroidism and hyperthyroidism.
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The Reason Men.Have Bigger Brains
by Ted Spaniak
I caught my wife putting new contact paper in the drawers. It was blue with little flowers, and I
thanked her for doing it. She smirked at me because she knew my gratitude was an insincere, surface
kind of gratitude that husbands team to display out of politeness.
Like "put-the-seat-down" etiquette, men team to play these games not out of any real consideration,
but so they won ' t get yelled at. It simply would never occur to a red-blooded, testosterone-laden man to
put pretty paper in a drawer - not that there's anything wrong with that.
Men need women. Badly. If it wasn't for women , we would still be in caves. Do you think it was
the male Cromagnons' idea to move out of the cave? Not a chance. It was probably the result of the
female Cromagnons getting together and finding out that all the other females hated the dark, smelly
caves, too.
The men were shocked, of course. What was not to like? Besides, it was dark in there most of the
time and the women couldn't hassle them about leaving their tools, and spears, and stuff laying around.
Move into the light? Now? But honey, it's Monday Night Paint-the-Animal-Kill-On-the-Wall night!
(Yeah, yeah, I know; maybe women did the cave paintings. Flow.)
The abundance of light and space outside the cave, however, created another problem : the need for
new furniture. It was at this juncture that the men abandoned any vague notion they may have had

"Interestingly (and I'm not making this up), it has
recently been discovered that men have around four
billion more brain cells than women."

Discretely Passionate Ranting
by Ted Spaniak

Supermarket Sex
I don ' t understand those advice columns where the advisor
tells the lonely person that a bar is not an appropriate place to
try to find a mate. The thing that gets me is the places that are
suggested . My favorite suggestion is that the lonely person try
meeting that special someone at the grocery store. Just how is
this supposed to work?
Say you're a guy shopping at Dominicks and you spy that
special person in the produce department. What do you do, go
up to her and compliment her food? "Pardon me, but I
couldn't help noticing what nice melons you have"- or"Golly, you sure do have a great appetite!" I mean, if you're
having trouble meeting women, how the hell are you going to
get anything at all going at a freakin' grocery store? People
these days are really creep conscious. Do you want anybody
bothering you when you shop? No . Eye contact is bad enough.
However, if you're a women shopping at the grocery store
and you're looking for that special mate, it's as good a place as
any. Women can pick up a guy anywhere . Compliment his
food: "Excellent cucumber." Or, ask him to make that stupid
grocery cart wheel stop pulling the wrong way, or just plain
out ask him to go home with you; he probably will .

The Conscientious Candy Man
Every time I see a kid standing out in front of the grocery
store trying to sell candy to the customers, I go through a little
internal war with myself because I remember when I used to
have to sell candy to raise funds. I had my little rap telling the
people where I was from and why I was trying to sell them
something they didn't want.
There was a time when I'd buy whatever a kid was selling
just because I remembered how hard it was to stand out there
and sell the stuff to apathetic adults; I don't anymore. Now
when I see them watching me approach, I brace myself for the
question that inevitably sets my teeth on edge: "You wanna
buy some candy?"
I want to say "NO, you little moron, I don't want to buy any
candy. But give me a reason- any reason- and I'll buy it.
I don't care what it is. You want to be the youngest boy in the
world to get a vasectomy? Great! Here's a dollar. You're
trying to raise enough money so your little league team can
sabotage the space shuttle? Great! Here's a buck. Just give
me a reason! But NO! All I get it "you wanna buy some
candy?" What idiot adults train these kids? I want to beat
them with a stick.

about helping with the gathering and fully embraced the hunting thing.
Hunting is a good activity for men because there is little ambiguity and aesthetics to it. It has a
beginning and an end, and the women act grateful because they get hungry, too.
The men, on the other hand, probably never acted grateful and didn ' t get too excited that the cave
had been cleaned because they never gave damn anyway. So, at some point, women started getting
aggravated that they were always grateful and that the men were never grateful. Consequently, women
used their brains and creativity and instituted the prehistoric head-trip-guilt-ploy which has been
successfully perpetuated now for thousands of years.
Luckily, men have evolved to the point where they have finally teamed to act grateful, having
worked for thousands of years to perfect the feigning of interest and sensitivity. In doing so, it must be
acknowledged that men may have evolved more than women. Interestingly (and I'm not making this
up), it has recently been discovered that men have around four billion more brain cells than women.
Scientists aren't sure why, but I think I know: It's not that men are smarter or better, but that
they've had so much catching up to do, so much further to go; feigning interest takes a lot of effort.
It is my belief that the extra four billion brain cells have been dedicated entirely to things like remembering to put down the toilet seat and that a gift AND card must accompany the anniversary celebration. (Actually remembering the anniversary at all requires going into long term memory, thus making
the whole commemeration a truly under-appreciated feat that taxes men to the upper limits of their
abilities.)
Please understand, I am not making fun of women. Personally, I don't understand why all women
aren't lesbians. George Clooney notwithstanding, women are so much more beautiful and interesting
in every way. Men are damn lucky.
To cavemen everywhere, I salute us: We've come a long way, baby!
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ClASSIFIED ADS
DIAL

900
NHL-NFL-NBA, scores &
spreads, 1-900-378-5777,
Ext. 6111. Must be 18 years
old. Serv-U .(619) 6458434.
Meet new people the fun
way today. 1-900-2891077, Ext. 9533. $2.99 per
minute, must be 18 years
old. Serv-U (619) 6458434.
Guys: Do you need compassion? Talk to Girls
Live!! 1-900-255-0900,
EXT. 1654. $3 .99 per.
min., must be 18 years old.
Serv-U (619) 645-8434.
Meet new people the fun
way today. 1-900-2891077, Ext. 9533. $2.99 per
minute, must be 18 years
old. Serv-U (619) 6458434.

Submit your story ideas
literary pieces, articles
and columns to The
INNOVATOR

REWARD

FOR SALE

SERVICES

GOV'T FORECLOSED
homes from pennies on
$1. Delinquent Tax,
Repo's. REO's. Your
Area. Toll Free (I) 800218-9000 Ext. H-3276 for
current listings.

Anthony's
Rubbish
Removal.
Just call
Anthony for all types of
hauling, garage clean-out,
relocation, removal of
construction debris, tree
removal, etc. Demolition
also available. Phone (773)
838-0914 or page (708)
517-1028

1981 mobile home in
Lynwod, IL, close to GSU.
Two bedroom, one bath,
central air, shed. All
appliances stay, new
dishwasher. $11 ,000 or
b/o Call (708) 597-6318.

Expert word processing for
all academic papers. Fast
turnaround time. Call today ask for Cheryl 815469-6935.

HELP WANTED

I

Earn MONEY and FREE
TRIPS!! INDIVIDUALS
and GROUPS wanted to
promote
SPRING
BREAK!! Call INTERCAMPUS PROGRAMS
AT 1-800-327-6013 or
http://www.icpt.com .

Place your help
wanted ad here.
Call Diana Hoving
(708) 534-3068 at
The INNOVATOR.

Excellent Extra Income
Now! Envelope Stuffing$600-$800 every week .
Free Details: SASE to International Inc., 1375 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn,
NewYork, 11230.
HELP WANTED: Kitchen
help needed, pt/ft, no experience needed/will train.
Fill out applications at
Amadio's Upper Crust
Pizza, 79 W. Joe Orr Road,
Chicago Heights.

Famous Quotations
Know who said them?

Can you help the Joliet Police Department
find the person responsible for the death
of Jennifer Happ? Happ was an
elementary school teacher and a student
in the College of Education at GSU.
She was found dead in her home in Joliet
in February of 1996.
A reward will be awarded for information
leading to the arrest, arraignment and
conviction of person(s) responsible for her
death.

1. Language is not an abstract construction of the learned, or of
dictionary-makers, but is something arising out of the work, needs,
ties, joys, affections, tastes, oflong generations of humanity, and
has its bases broad and low, close to the ground.
A. Emily Dickinson B. Walt Whitman C. Martin Luther King

2. Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little
temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.

If you have any information, please call the Joliet Police
Department, Investigation Division at (815) 740-2244.

A. Paul Revere

B. Marie Antoinette C. Benjamin Franklin

3. My hat's in the ring. The fight in on, and I'm stripped to the

buff.
A. Demi Moore

B. Dudley Moore

C. Theodore Roosevelt

4. Man alone suffers so excruciatingly in the world that he was
compelled to invent laughter.
A. Nietzche

B. Howard Stem

C. Socrates

S. He that dies pays all debts.

r------- - -

A. Shakespeare

B. Thomas Moore C. Benjamin Franklin
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ANSWERS: 1. B 2. C 3. C 4. A S. A

Answers to the Polygon Puzzles
I. We need to know which of the four statements is true. Testing A, B, and C, we
find contradictions. For example, if A is true, then both B and D are false and that
would make botrh the dog and the cat gray. Once we know D is true this means A
and B are both false and that means the dog is white and the cat is gray which leave
black for the horse.

Are you a GSU Student? o yes o no If student, copy of student 10
enclosed? o yes 25 words maximum if student. If non student:
number of words
x 25¢ ea.=--~----------1( non-student,

payment must accompany ad for ad to appear.
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2. B. When you throw a coin three times there are exactly four equally likely ways
you can get at least two heads. (HHT, HTH , THH and HHH) Since three of these
have one tail and only one has all heads, the odds are 3 to I the other coin was tails.

